EXCERCISES

1. The Guardian, 7 July 2020

UK public 'supports green recovery from coronavirus crisis'

Climate Assembly UK says economic plan should help reach net zero carbon
emissions

People would be prepared to continue many of the lifestyle changes enforced by the
coronavirus lockdown to help tackle the climate emergency, and the government
would have broad support for a green economic recovery from the crisis, according to
a report.

Working from home is a popular option, along with changes to how people travel, and
the government should take the opportunity to rethink investment in infrastructure and
support low-carbon industries, the report found. Nearly eight in ten of the members
said the measures taken by the government to help the economic recovery from
Covid-19 should be designed to help reach net zero, and an even bigger proportion —
93% — said that, as the lockdown eased, the government and employers should
encourage lifestyle changes to cut emissions.

“It was quite clear that many of the assembly members felt this period should be taken
as an opportunity to encourage a green economic recovery with a focus on promoting
cleaner, greener lifestyles, and an economy that prizes sustainability over short-term
benefits that would harm the planet,” said Ibrahim, an assembly member who is a GP
from Surrey.

2. Reuters

e When complete, the Grand Renaissance Dam, which Ethiopia is building, will
be Africa's biggest hydroelectric power plant.

e At the centre of the dispute are plans to fill up the mega dam as Egypt fears the
project will allow Ethiopia to control the flow of Africa’s longest river.

e The longer it takes to fill the reservoir, which is going to be bigger than Greater
London with a total capacity of 74 billion cubic metres, the less impact there
will be on the level of the river.

e “We have been talking about the possibility of airborne transmission and
aerosol transmission as one of the modes of transmission of COVID-19,” Maria
Van Kerkhove, technical lead on the COVID-19 pandemic at the WHO, told a
news briefing.

e Johnny Depp’s libel trial over domestic violence claims has laid bare the
Hollywood’s actor’s turbulent childhood, addiction to drugs and tempestuous
marriage.

3. The Wall Street Journal
e The former U.S. operations of a sanctioned Russian bank, a hedge fund partly
owned by one of the biggest private-equity firms in the world and a real-estate
developer behind two of Manhattan’s most expensive condominium towers
were among the financial firms that benefited from a government program
designed to help small businesses weather the coronavirus pandemic.



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/06/uks-coronavirus-recovery-should-have-green-focus-johnson-urged
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